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I am a little pencil in the hands of a writing
God who is sending a love letter to the
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Spring is a beautiful and especially busy time of year, particularly for
us who are involved in ministry. During this time, we might be fully
engrossed in planning events, starting up projects, or assessing
resources to see how we might improve, that we might not notice the
new buds appearing on trees and plants, the warming ground, and
glorious season of spring and soon summer which will be here before
we know it... My prayer for you is that the combination of everything
going on and the longer daylight hours after a tough winter, all will
welcome God's gift of sunshine and spend more time outside to share
in the His bestowing the abundant colors of spring as temperatures
arise.

CRS Rice Bowl

Thank you to our many volunteers who share your gifts so graciously
provided by Our Lord to defend the dignity of the person and sanctity of
all human life.
.
Blessings, Laurie Jo

Pre s e nti ng . . .
Richard Vargas
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Volunteers play a vital role in the Human Rights Ministry,
working alongside staff members, other volunteers and the
community to jointly achieve our goal to uphold the dignity of
human life. Each newsletter, we select a volunteer who makes
the world a better place. Please contact us if you'd like to
nominate someone to be featured in a future edition of
The Little Pencil.

Our featured volunteer, Richard Vargas, was nominated by
Hilda Beck, the Missions Director at St. Mark's Parish,
Independence. She says Richard Richard volunteers in many
projects at St. Mark's and around the community. Hilda
mentioned he is a valued member of St. Mark's Human

Thank you
for your participation in the annual
CRS Rice Bowl Campaign. Our
diocese collected over
$10,000 last year!
75% of your gift supports CRS'
programs around the world. The

Concerns commission and Richard is ACTIVE in every sense
of the word. To share in his faith, Richard's wife, Roberta,
also helps with several volunteer activities serving the needy
of the community.

remaining 25% of your donations
go to hunger and poverty
alleviation efforts here
in our own community.

Richard's daily routine truly embodies a life of service.
Richard is a volunteer driver for HyVee food/flower pick up to
serve the needy, shops daily for the food pantry, gives of his
time weekly at St. Mary's Mission Center, distributes flowers
to Nursing Homes, is a member of Ambassadors for Christ
Ministry, sponsors a child in St. Mark's Mission Education
Program is a Knight of Columbus, a member of the Men's
Prayer group, serves on the volunteer cleaning crew at St.
Mark's, volunteers with Just Faith ministry at Stone Church
Neighborhood Dinners, etc. Richard shared that all his
siblings also live a life of service.

Contact us
to find out how our diocese
uses the 25%.

Hilda informed us that Richard shies away from any
accolades even though he is so deserving of
recognition. Way to go glorifying God through your actions as
a way of life! Richard, you are a living example of Catholic
Social Teaching in action for others to follow. Thank you!
Remembering Martin Luther King Jr.
Please click on this link to see Bishop Johnston's blog in
memory of the 50th Anniversary since the violent death of
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in Memphis, Tennessee.

Sto ry Link
Story Link helps connect incarcerated
parents with their children. Moms and
Dads are privileged to send their child a
message each month through the Story
Link program.

The parent selects a child's book
and record 5 minutes of reading
out loud from the book onto a CD,
together with a "hello and
goodbye". Parents also get to write
a personal note in their child's
book. The items are then sent to
the child. Volunteers run this
program at twelve state prisons
including the women's correctional
center in Chillicothe Missouri, north
of KC.
The voices of 35 Moms are
recorded on the 2nd Saturday of
each month.
Thanks to your generosity,
additional volunteers are currently
being trained to begin offering
Story Link at the Western Missouri
Correctional Center in Cameron/

Immigration - Migration - Refugee Ministry
Immigration & Refugee Vigil
One of the many events, Trinidad Molina, our new Program
Coordinator for Immigration & Refugee Ministry, participated
in was the Vigil at St. John Francis Regis in October.
The Immigrant and Refugee Vigil had a big turnout! Over 100
people came to celebrate Mass, pray a living Rosary, and
share a meal together while listening to testimonies on current
immigration issues in the country. This event with was
organized largely in cooperation with St. John Francis Regis

DIVINE MERC Y SUNDAY
April 8, 20 18
Divine Mercy Sunday is a very
special Sunday when the

parish. We look forward to organizing more events like this in
the future.

Divine Floodgates from Heaven
are wide-opened and Jesus offers
us the total forgiveness of all sins
and punishment to any soul,
who goes to Confession and
receives Him in Holy Communion,
on that day.

Immigration & Refugee Parish Ministry Training
The VIA Immigration & Refugee
Ministry and the Human Rights
Office, in partnership with the
Hispanic Ministry Office, are
proud to announce the initial
phase of leadership training for
the newly-developed Pastoral
Migratoria program.
This training, based on the very successful model developed
by the Archdiocese of Chicago Office for Immigrant Affairs
and Education, is scheduled for early January and will
include guidance on education, pastoral care, prayer and
worship and public policy advocacy. For more information,
or to learn how you might be a part of this exciting event,
please visit www.humanrightskcsj.org or contact Trinidad at
tmolina@diocesekcsj.org or 816.756.1850 x521.

Click here to read more.

Sisters of Mercy Aga inst
Huma n Tra fficking
U.S. Catholic Sisters Against
Human Trafficking is a
collaborative, faith-based national
network that offers education,
supports access to survivor
services, and engages in
advocacy in an effort to eradicate
modern-day slavery.

Pastoral Migratoria at our Diocese

Holy Rosa ry
C red it Union
SUC C ESS STORY
Based on Christ's example of love
for the poor, Holy Rosary Credit
Union has proudly shared in the
Church's efforts to abolish poverty
in our diocese by extending
developmental and financial
education services to low-income
and vulnerable populations.
Since 1943

A disabled veteran who had been
homeless came to the credit union
for help with over $6,000 in
payday loan debt. He had
incurred this debt to get off the
streets, into an apartment and get
a car so he could go to work.

Click on picture to learn more

MAX Diocesan Prison & Jail Ministry
Prison presents many
challenges to us Catholic
faithful, and you can help us with
those challenges.
Thank you to our volunteering your time or sharing your
unique gifts of talent, skill and knowledge.

The average interest he was
paying on this debt was over
440% and basically, he had a
huge payment on the loans each
month that was just paying
interest. The credit union was able
to grant him a loan to pay off the
high interest rate debt at a very low
rate of 15%. As a result his
payment dropped to a fraction of
what it had been but even more
than that, the principal started to
be paid down immediately.
The credit union was able to save
this gentleman THOUSANDS of
dollars.
Visit their website or contact Carole
Wight, 816-221-2734
cwight@holyrosarycu.org

Religious Freed om
Europea n C hristia n
Refugee C risis
VIC Training 2018
Volunteer in Prayer Ministry
People who volunteer in this ministry lift up
prayers wherever they are. James 5:16 says it
best: "The prayer of a righteous person is
powerful and effective." That's why I'm asking
you to consider becoming a prayer warrior for
prisoners and their families. Our VIP Program can do nothing
outside of God's power. But when you lift the needs of lost
and broken souls to our Father in heaven, miracles start to
happen. Families are reconciled... communities begin to heal.
And hardened prisoners become passionate Christ followers.

In addition to its humanitarian and
resettlement efforts in Europe and the
Middle East, the Church is actively
involved in advocating on behalf of
Syrian refugees here in the United
States.
Click here
To learn what you can do

G a ud e t e e t Exs ult a t e

Click here to read a sample from this week's prayer
requests.
For more information: Contact VIP Coordinator,
Jeannine Arens (kjadjm@att.net)
Laurie Jo Holmes (holmes@diocesekcsj.org)
Human Rights Office (816) 714-2364

Pope to Release
New Document
Pope Francis is set to issue an apostolic
exhortation on holiness titled
Guadete et Exsultate
(Rejoice and Be Glad)
on April 9.
.Click here to learn more

Prison Pen Pal Ministry
This ministry is to provide
encouragement and good-will towards
those individuals in local correctional
institutions by developing a friendly
relationship through routine letter
correspondence.
Please consider signing up to be a prisoner pen pal.
Applications may be found on the MAX Prison Ministry page
of the Human Rights Office website.
For more information, contact the Human Rights Office
Laurie Jo Holmes (holmes@diocesekcsj.org)
Program Coordinator (816) 714-2364
Thank you!

BISHOPS' STATEMENT
ON GUN VIOLENC E
April 3, 2018
The Catholic Bishops issued a
statement on gun violence.
Click here to read more

Thank you to the Order of Malta for the
donation of 50 Spanish and 50 English
Bibles and other Catholic Materials for
the MAX Ministry volunteers to give to the
incarcerated members of the jails and
prisons in our diocese! Thank you also
to the Malta Knights and Dames who participate in our Prison
Pen Pal Program.

MISSOURI C ATHOLIC
C ONFERENC E

We appreciate your generosity and are grateful for your
support. Thank you!

Thank you!
Thank you to the Knights of
Columbus Councils of Holy Spirit
Parish in Lee's Summit and St.
James Parish in Liberty who each
consistently each year donate
monies to help purchase bibles for
jails in our diocese. Your support is

Latest News

of the

Missouri Catholic Conference

appreciated by many!
It's helpful to realize that in-prison bible study groups are a bit
different from most bible study groups at church. While it's
true many prisoners can read well and are knowledgeable
about the bible, some may struggle with reading and

The 2018
Legislative Session is in
full swing. Let your voice be
heard. Click on the image above

comprehension skills.
To better serve prisoners, our volunteers are trained to
expect that many have very low reading skills and may
never have owned a bible. Here are some statistics:
Over half of the adults incarcerated in U.S. federal and
state prisons cannot read or write and
have less than an eighth-grade education.
Incarcerated adults in the U.S. have among the lowest
academic attainment and literacy rates,
and the highest disability rates.
Of all federal and state inmates, only 41 percent have
earned a high school diploma or GED.
How often have you supported your brothers and sisters who
are incarcerated?
Each month we receive requests from prisoners and prison
chaplain seeking donations of bibles, catechisms, RCIA
books and other items such as sewing and gardening tools
for the Restorative Justice projects. This past week our office
received a request for T-shirt paint markers and an
"Aluminum Can Smasher". Please prayerfully consider
partnering with us in sending life-changing materials by
making a financial contribution to the diocesan MAX Jail &
Prison Ministry Fund for Prisoners. Your generosity will offset
the costs of inventory and shipping so that more prisoners
will have access to faith-forming and life-skill
materials. Contact us today!
The many "thank you" letters from offenders and their
families in appreciation for not only the time we spend visiting
in prison and jail, but for the Catholic bibles and other
materials provided by our faithful parishioners are a treasure.
Thank you for your support!

LIFE AND JUSTICE CAMPAIGN
The Life & Justice Campaign promotes the
fight against injustice toward the dignity of
the person and sanctity of human life.
GRANT RECEPTION
This year's Life & Justice Campaign Grant Reception is
scheduled for May 7, 2018. Please join us in congratulating
this year's recipients:
Amethyst Place, AngelEyes Maternity Home, CareKit KC,
Community Services League, Family United
Transportation Service, KC CAN! Legal Aid of Western
Missouri, Morning Glory Ministries, NCMBF, Uplift
Organization, Sheffield Place, Sisters of St. Francis, and
The Tamale Kitchen.

to "Take Action".

LIFE & J USTIC E GRANT
APPLY FOR A GRANT
Could your pro-life, pro-human
dignity ministry benefit from a
Life & Justice Campaign Grant?
See if your group qualifies:
Visit www.lifeandjusticekcsj.org.
Don't delay ~ Applications
accepted through December 31

C ATHOLIC
SOC IAL TEAC HING
IN ACTION
The Principle of Human Dignity
Human Dignity, rooted in a correct view
of the human person, is the prime
principle of the Catholic social doctrine.
Click here to learn more

Your 2nd Collection Envelope donations in August make it
possible for these worthy organizations to receive Life &
Justice grants. Thank you!

holmes@diocesekcsj.org | francis@diocesekcsj.org | tmolina@diocesekcsj.org
www.humanrightskcsj.org
20 W 9th Street
Kansas City, MO 64105
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